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DEVELOPMENTAL MEDICINE & CHILD NEUROLOGY FOREWORDS

Forewords

Scientific conferences provide an extraordinary opportunity for all our community to gain new knowledge, build skills, and
engage with others from across our communities. They provide an impetus for us all to do better in practice, education,
research, and advocacy in support of those with childhood-onset disability. On behalf of the Board of Directors and mem-
bers of the committees of the Australasian Academy of Cerebral Palsy and Developmental Medicine (AusACPDM), I wel-
come you all to our 10th Biennial Conference in beautiful Perth, Western Australia in March 2020.

Our theme – 2020 Visionaries – speaks to our commitment to doing the best we can today, to be creative and innovative in
our thinking and actions, so that the future for all is bright. The program – free papers, posters, breakfast sessions, workshops,
and plenary sessions – is designed to capture the multiple perspectives and interests of varied health care professionals and peo-
ple with lived experience. Our renowned keynote speakers will each bring their visions related to consumer engagement, technol-
ogy and innovation, and lifespan perspectives – both getting the best start in life and living a good life as an adult.

This supplement includes abstracts of free papers and scientific posters, presented in partnership with Developmental Medicine &
Child Neurology, and demonstrates the quality and impact of the research being undertaken to improve knowledge and outcomes in
childhood-onset disability. We are also delighted to provide you with the abstracts from our hotly-contested PhD Platform plenar-
ies – these abstracts represent outstanding programs of work from two of our next generation of researchers. I extend my sincere
thanks to Kirsty Stewart and her scientific committee for their work in compiling such a strong and diverse program.

I also acknowledge the leadership and hard work of Siobhan Reid and Sarah Love of the Conference Committee along with
members Simon Garbellini, Kate Langdon, Noula Gibson, Roz Ward, Petra Karlsson, Kathryn Edward, Kate Stannage; their
efforts have been outstanding and are very much appreciated. AusACPDM is grateful for the continued support of our sponsors
and exhibitors who provide another avenue of learning and support for those in attendance.

Come and be a 2020 Visionary with us: immerse yourselves in our rich program and take food for thought and action back to
your places of work and living.

Christine Imms
President, AusACPDM

It is a great pleasure to publish and archive this collection of abstracts of presentations to be made at the 2020
Biennial Conference of the Australasian Academy of Cerebral Palsy and Developmental Medicine. The conference
theme is Visionaries, and indeed the clinical research questions and results summarized in these abstracts reflect
remarkable engagement of teams dedicated to improving the everyday and future life of children with developmen-
tal disability and their family, and can provide inspiration for further progress. They address a diversity of
approaches and outcomes, present remarkable advances in the field, and highlight interdisciplinarity as well as
international collaboration. We anticipate them to be useful to both those participating in the meeting and col-
leagues who cannot attend. These abstracts were selected through an appropriately sound review process by the sci-
entific committee that put the excellent programme together; however, it must be borne in mind that they were
not submitted to the same level of editorial rigour as the original articles that we publish in the monthly issues of
the journal. They should therefore be viewed as archived complements to the actual presentations, and discussions
that they will generate at the meeting, during both sessions and informal moments, as a lively and fruitful form of
peer review. This will strengthen the impact they may have on the lives of children and adults with developmental
disability. Hopefully, it will also encourage the authors to write full articles to that effect, which we will be happy
to consider for publication in Developmental Medicine & Child Neurology.

I will be present throughout the meeting (wearing a red carnation), and so will a number of members of the edi-
torial board. We will be very happy to discuss any ideas relating to the journal, the books, or indeed the field of
developmental medicine and child neurology.

With best wishes
Bernard Dan
Editor-in-Chief of DMCN
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